892                THE LIFE OF LORD CARSON
Mr. Lloyd George went up to him, and taking him urgently by
the lapel of his coat asked him:
u Are you protected, Carson ? "
u How do you mean 4 protected/ Prime Minister ? "
" Protected by the police, of course/' Mr. Lloyd George re-
torted in his quick impatient way,
" Well," said Carson, " there's a decent old sergeant I often
notice hanging round Eaton Place/'
" Don't joke about it," the Prime Minister retorted. " I'm
serious. We've found the list."
46 What list ? " asked Carson.
" The list of those who are going to be murdered, Carson,"
said Mr. Lloyd George, u and you're the first on the list and I'm
the second."
It was in these ominous circumstances that at the end of 1920
the new Home Rule Bill became law. From his speeches and the
whole history of the case it is plain that Carson was no party to a
measure in which he acquiesced as the lesser evil* He had saved
the North; the South he could not save.